Outreach Ministries

Outreach Ministries purpose is to reach out to those in our community and
congregation to encourage them to develop and mature their walk with Christ.
Join us here at New Hope Friends Church as we move out into our community to
share the love of Jesus in practical ways. New Hope Friends Church provides and
participates in many local caring ministries to those in need.

Stephen Ministry

Are you going through a difficult time? Do you have a friend, neighbor, co-worker,
or relative who has been struggling with the
loss of a loved one, loneliness, cancer, a
layoff, relocation, divorce, a spiritual crisis,
recuperation, single parenthood, or any of
countless other life challenges? Our congre-
gation's Stephen Ministry program is a free
and confidential service that can provide
one-to-one Christian care to people in our
congregation and community who have a
special need or going through a difficult
time. Our gifted and trained Stephen
Ministers can provide you with the focused care, encouragement, and support you
need to make it through the crisis.

A Stephen Minister is paired with a person in need to provide one-to-one
confidential Christian care. A Stephen Minister meets with the care receiver for an
average of about an hour each week for as long as the need is there. If you know
of someone who is hurting, talk with our pastor or one of our Stephen Leaders:
Larry & Peggy Kearney. They can talk with you about how we can connect the
person you know with one of our Stephen Ministers. It's a great way for you to
show how much you care!

Pastors will always be on the front lines of care, especially during times of
crisis. But there are always many more needs for ongoing one-to-one care than
pastors can effectively meet by themselves. Our Stephen Ministers are trained to

Meals on Wheels

New Hope Friends began a Meals on Wheels route that would provide
nutritious meals to the homebound elderly and persons with disabilities in the
Elroy community near our church.

The Meals on Wheels program in Wayne County prepares the meals Monday
thru Friday. Faithful volunteers pick up the meals from the WAGES building in


http://www.stephenministries.org

town and drive on their appointed
routes each day. The Elroy route,
working out of our church delivers
meals to approximately 10 to 12
homes. These meals are provided in
an effort to improve health and
reduce isolation. These meals are
often able to help individuals remain
independent and avoid
institutionalization.

If you would like to bring a hot
meal and a smile to the homebound
one day out of the month, contact Joyce Garris or WAGES. You do not need to be
a member or even attend New Hope Friends to participate in the caring ministry.

United Church Ministries

United Church Ministries is an organization of sixty Wayne County churches
who come together to provide assistance to people who are in emergency
situations. Assistance is offered in the areas of rent, utilities, medications, and
food.

Share your blessings of food such as canned meats, fruits, vegetables, soups,
peanut butter, rice, cereal, and other non-perishables with those going thru
difficult times by bringing food to the church on the first Sunday morning of each
month. These items are carried to the center at 119 West Walnut Street for
distribution. Volunteers working at the center then screen each applicant to verify
needs before assisting.

At New Hope, we have two special offerings
each year to assist with funding for United
Church Ministries. Our Soup Bowl offering is
in January and another special offering is
collected in the fall.

Love to walk? Then support United Church
Ministries' one fund raiser each year by partici-
pating in the Walk for Hunger held each spring.
Walkers and sponsors are always needed.

If volunteering in this ministry sounds like
something God is leading you to do, contact
Darla Anderson or the church office for more
information.

Outreach Ministries Team

The Outreach Ministries Team at New Hope Friends provides encouragement to
those in our congregation by cards and visits. The team sends cards in response
to prayer requests made for those going thru difficult times. Each month Outreach



makes home, hospital, and nursing home visits to shut-ins or those recovering
from a surgery or hospital stay. Check the Sunday bulletin or newsletter for
"Outreach Visitation" and join them in visiting.

Friends Disaster Se rvice
North Carolina Friends Disaster Service is an outreach ministry of North

Carolina Yearly Meeting. When winds, flood, fire or some other disaster destroys
or seriously damages a home, NC Friends
Disaster Service is ready to respond to the
under or non-insured. It is through this
service that volunteers, both men and
women, with varying backgrounds and
ages come together sharing their gifts of
time, talents, and love, to build or repair a
house for the family. It has been said the
NC Friends Disaster Service does not just
build houses, but rebuilds lives. If you
would be willing to volunteer for a work

trip to an area or home affected by hurricanes, flooding, or fires contact Marshall

Cooke or NC Friends Disaster Service for more information.

National and International Missions

National and International missions are supported generously throughout our
church. For more information on these missions go to our affiliation's website at
www.fum.org.



